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Pastor's Corner

Fostering a culture of love and support
among members of the church is essential for
building a strong and united community. By
demonstrating care and compassion towards
one another, we can create a welcoming and
inclusisve environment where all individuals
\ | feel valued and supported. Let us strive to

. ‘ : cultivate genuine relationships based on love

. and respect, as we work together to spread

positivity and kindness within our church
commnuity and family.

Mission: Making Disciples for Jesus Christ for Pastor’s Office Hours:

the transformation of the World. Tuesday- Friday 1:00 - 5:00pm

Office Phone: 864 297-8463

Vision: Love in Action through service and Coll Phone: 804 591.6083

inclusiveness. Email: kpedwards@umcsc.org




Spotlight

This month we spotligl'nt Meriam Franklin.

Meriam's fomily has been a part oftl\e
Laurel Creek UMC for three generations.
Meriam is the mother oftl\ree adult

olaugl'\ters Ol‘\Cl l'ICIS one granclclauglwter. Sl‘ne

lOSS l\er l\uslaand, Fred eleven years ago.

As a young girl around 11, she recalls joinin

the church when an older friencl decided
join one Sunclay. Meriam retired from

Union Carbide/Kemet after 30 years of

service. Slwe CIlSO earnecl a

Cosmologoy License, but never persueol
the profession because she really didn't
like it.

She starts her morning with devotion.
She enjoys listening to music, especially
gospels and lwymns, reacling, watclﬂng
TV doing 1000 piece puzzels,
crocl'\eting, and sewing. She credits her
granclmother with teacl1ing her how to
bake. In retirement, some of her clays are
]r'illeol with reaclwing out to frienols and
members who are sick and visiting

Nursing Homes on l1er gOOCl CJCIYS.

At LCUMC sl'ne serves das tl1e Cl"IUI'Cl\

treasuer, a member of the United
Women in Faith, Nominations
Committee, and Usher board. She
describes l'nerself " as someone who
really likes people, want to reach out to
people, do for others and not try to
advertise to everyloocly what you did" .
Meriam’s favorite song is "Peace Be

Still" and her favorite scripture is Proverb

Clwapter 3: 5-6.




I'm sharing my story in honor of all the women who came |oefore me and fought the gooc]

fight and for the ones of us who are siill ]cighing.

In August 2021," felt a growtlw in my armpit". My OBGYN doctor felt it too and

scheduled me for a mammogram and |oiopsy of the growth. N\y mammagram was
negative, but the |oiopsy of the growt|1 was positive for cancer. N\y doctor then sent me for
a breast MR that was negative also. The gool was to fmd the origin of the cancer, Finqlly
| was referred for a Pet Scan of my |ooo|y with speciol attention to my lungs, breast, ovaries
and |<ic|neys . Pet scan was positive for the growt|1 in my armpit, but no evidence of cancer
anywhere else in my |ooc|y. My Lab work (|oio-mar|<ers) to ]r'lncl the origin of this cancerous
growth in my armpit didn't lend any clues to the origin ofthe cancer. The Prisma Team
had not ever treated what was diagnosed as  Cancer of unknown primary source”, but
knew that identifying the origin was |<ey to determining what type of treatment | needed.
Sol left for Houston, TX. the first week in October 202110 get a 2nd opinion at
MDAnderson, the leacling cancer treatment facility in the US. N\y second opinion from
MD Anderson took a month, since we were in the |~|eig|1t of COVID. T|1ey performed
more bio markers, reviewed my scans from SC, performec] upper and lower Gl
proceo|ures and a colonoscopy loo|<ing for the cancer origin, but founol nothing, except the
growth in my armpit which was cancerous. T|1ey had only had o few cases of Cancer of
unknown primary site patients and the prognosis was poor. When | asked what
happened to the orginal cancer site, t|~|ey provio|eo| an explqnation, "moyloe your |ooo|y
asorbed or killed the cancer” in it's orginol site. The thought was that the cancer had
orginated in my breast and spreoc| to my lymp node in my arm pit. So the hypothesis was
that the mass in my armpit was breast cancer that had metastized to my lymp node. | had
decided to have a double mastectomy until the MD Anderson doctor asked me " w|~|y
would you want to remove two |~|e<J|t|1y breast if cancer is not there"? And the medical
opinion was that once the entire growt|1 was removed it would give some idea of where it

orginated.



In December 2021, | had surgery to remove the growth in my armpit. The surgeon shared
that o|uring surgey they found another mass underneath the orginol mass which alarmed him,
so instead of removing O6to/ lymph nodes, they removed 17 to test for cancer. lest revealed
that only the one that | orginolly felt - was positive for cancer. In Jonuory 2022, 1 had a port
ploceo| in my chest area and | started chemotherophy. The o|oy ofter my flrst chemotherapy
infusin, driving home on |-385, | had a rare reaction to my immune booster shot and possed
out while driving. Before | possecl out | said "lord pleose take care of me and don't let me hurt
onyhooly else”. My car stoppecl on the side of the road with two blown out tires and a missing
rear view mirror. There was a white man running to me and told me he had olreocly called
EMS because he knew | was hoving a medical emergerncy and stoyeol with my car going down
the interstate because he knew he could not let me come into troﬂ:ic. He [eft hefore | could get
his name, | call him llmy ongeln. From then on | felt | was gonna be olright and | |<ept repeating,
"I'm the Lord's child”. All my hair fell outand | received chemotherapy infusions every two
weeks, then wee|<|y infusions for the last 12 weeks (o total of six months). After sucessfu“y

completing Chemotheropy, | received radiation N\ondoy through Fridoy for 5 more weeks. As
of August, 2022 | remain cancer free. "Now Ain't God Good!"
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Racial and Ethnic Differences in
Breast Cancer in the U.S.

Breast cancer is the most common cancer among women. Among women in
the U.S,, rates of breast cancer incidence and mortality vary by race and
ethnicity.

Overall, black women in the U.S. have a slightly lower rate of breast cancer
than white women. However, for women under 40 the rate of new cases is
higher in black women than white women.

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of death among black women. The
breast cancer rate in black women is about 40 percent higher in black women
than in white women. This may be due to
 Differencesintumors (more likely to have triple negative breast cancer).
 Later stage of breast cancer at diagnosis.

* Barriers to high -quality care (such as not having health insurance).
 Risk Factors (such as being overweight or obese).

» Health behaviors (such as not completeing treatment).

Resources

Susan G. Komen®
1-877 GOKOMEN
(1-877-465-6636)

komen.org



n Chicken

Creamy Parmesa

2 |oags of Success Rice
4 skinless Chicken breast
11/2 Cup of heavy whipping cream (or mil|<)
1/2 Cup grated Parmesan cheese

1 (4.5) oz. ]or sliced mushrooms - drained
1/3 Cup Sliced Sun-Dried tomatoes (optional)

Prepare rice and set aside.
In a medium oiled skillet, over medium heat, brown chicken breast for 2 miniutes on each
side. Add remaining ingrediates. Cover and simmer for 5 to 7 minutes. Serve over bed

of hot rice.

White House Cheese Ring

1 pouno| grqteo| sharp cheese
1 Cup ]r'inely chopped nuts
1 Cup N\ayonaise
1 Smalll onion,Finely gratecl
Black pepper
Dash of cayenne pepper

Combine all ingrediatnts and seasonto taste with pepper. Mix well and plqce ina Jor 6

cup lighly greaseo| mold. Unmold and serve with crackers.



You'll only find what you left behind,
For there's nothing really new.
Its a knock at yourself when you knock your church;
It isn't the church - it's you.

When everything seems to be going wrong,
And trouble seems everything brewing;
When prayer meeting, Young People's meeting, and all,
Seem simmering slowly - stewing,
Just take a look at yourself and say,
"What's the use of being blue?"
Are you doing your "bit" to make things "hit"?It isn't the church - it's you.

It'sreally strange sometimes, don't you know,
That things go as well as they do,
When we think of the little - the very small mite --
B We add to the work of the few.
We sit, and stand round, and complain of what's done,
And do verylittle but fuss.
Are we bearing our share of the burdens to bear?
Itisn't the church - it'sus,

So, if you want the kind of a church\ Do M _

2 Like the kind of a church you like,
“~ Put off your guile, and put on your best smile,
And hike, my brother, just hike,
To the work in hand'that has to be done --
the work of saving a few.
It isn't the church that is wrong, my boy;
Q Itisn't the church- it's you.
el " -Unknown

| Submitted by Bunnerw




GET HELP

UMCS Disaster Response Hotline # 803 726-3106
Email - disasterresponse@umcsc.org

Apply for FEMA Assistance

* DisasterAssistance.gov
 FEMA mobile app
* Hotline 800 621-3362




CHURCHANNOUNCEMENTS
Golden Glows Meeting 10/2

Bilble Study TBA @ 6:00pm

Food Pantry 10/09th and 23rd @9:30am
UM Men Meeting 10/19 @10:30am

Fun Day 10/19

Finance/Administrative Council Mtg
10/22

Senior Appreciation 10/27

Intercessory Prayer Every

Tuesday@7:00pm
Dial: (617) 691-8941

COMMUNITY ANNOUCEMENTS

2024 Election Dates
Tuesday, November 5,2024-

Statewide General Election

Early Voting

Beginning Monday October 21-
November 2,2024

Monday- Saturday
8:30am - 6:00pm

Birthday Month Donation

Each member is asked to donate $1.00 per day in
the month of your birthday. Example: if the BD
month has 31days, then you would make a one time

donation of $31.00 in your birthday month..






